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The Hong Kong Council of Social Service The Chief Executive the Hon. Donald TSANG Yar

MEMORANDUM

To :  All Agency Members, Members of Council’s Related Committees
Related Government Departments, interested parties and individuals

R
Chua Hoi Wai GM e

From :
Business Director, Policy Advocacy and Social Enterprise
Re :  Seminar Series on Exploring Overseas’ Experience on Poverty Eradication (1):
- Seminar on “Solving Poverty Problem in Rich Countries — Sharing of Experience in European
Countries”

Date : August 11, 2011

Seminar Series on Exploring International Experience on Poverty Eradication

Poverty continues to exist in Hong Kong, however, there is no comprehensive policy from government to
eradicate poverty in long term. The civil society has been discussing and advocating different policies to promote
poverty eradication. With several elections coming soon (including District Council election, Election
Committee Election and Chief Executive Election), poverty will definitely be one of the major agenda items. It
is time for the community to discuss different possible options to solve the problem.

On the other hand, many overseas countries also face poverty problem. Their experiences could be of
reference use. In the coming months, HKCSS will organize a seminar series and invite renowned overseas
scholars to share views. Local scholars and people concerning poverty situation may exchange views on
different topics, including causes of poverty, measurement of poverty, possible solutions and relevant advocacy
strategies etc. The seminar topics include:

Seminar Topic Date
“Solving Poverty Problem in Rich Countries: Sharing of Experience in European September 1, 2011
Countries”
“Understanding Poverty Beyond the Income Approach: Deprivation and Social Mid- November 2011*
Exclusion
“Planning for Old Age Income Protection: Insights from Overseas Experience Early 2012*

*Exact date will be released soon.

Seminar (1) “Solving Poverty Problem in Rich Countries: Sharing of Experience in European Countries”

The first seminar will be held on Thursday, September 1, 2011 from 9:30a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Room
202, 2/F, Duke of Windsor Social Service Building, 15 Hennessy Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong . We have
invited Professor David Gordon (Director of Townsend Centre for International Poverty Research, University of
Bristol) to share with us his observations and opinion on the above mentioned topic. Ms Maggie CHAN Mei-kit
(Director of Social Work Services, Caritas — Hong Kong) and Dr. WONG Hung (Associate Professor,
Department of Social Work, The Chinese University of Hong Kong) will respond with reference to local policies
and situation.

Agency members and grassroots organizations are cordially invited to join the seminar. Please refer to the
attached program for details. If you are interested, please register online
(http://www.poverty.org.hk/sem-septl-11) or complete and return the attached registration form to the Council
on or before August 25, 2011 , either by email (connie.chan @hkcss.org.hk) or by fax (Fax No.:

2864 2999). For enquiries, please contact Ms. Dorothy WONG at 2876 2473.

Details of the other two seminars will be released soon. Thank you.

Encl.



