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“In Wealth, many friends, in poverty not even relatives”

- Japanese Proverb

“Poverty is the worst form of violence!”
- Mahatma Gandhi - Indian Philosopher & Freedom Fighter

All cultures have a concept of Poverty

- Mahatma Gandhi - Indian Philosopher & Freedom Fighter

“The greatest evils and the worst of crimes is poverty”
George Bernard Shaw - Irish Playwright & Novelist

Poverty in NOT party political – everybody thinks its is a ‘bad’ thing



John Moore, who was the Conservative Secretary of State for Social 

Security in 1989 claimed that poverty had been abolished and that critics of 

the government's policies were: 

“not concerned with the actual living standards of real people but with 

pursuing the political goal of equality ... We reject their claims about poverty 

in the UK, and we do so knowing that their motive is not compassion for the 

less well-off, it is an attempt to discredit our real economic achievement in 

protecting and improving the living standards of our people.  Their purpose 

Poverty Denial - The End of the Line for Poverty?

in calling ‘poverty’ what is in reality simply inequality, is so they can call 

western material capitalism a failure.  We must expose this for what it is ... 

utterly false.

it is capitalism that has wiped out the stark want of Dickensian Britain.

it is capitalism that has caused the steady improvements in living standards 

this century.

and it is capitalism which is the only firm guarantee of still better living 

standards for our children and our grandchildren.” 



“There is no promise, no religious obligation/decree 

(mitzvah) to make sure that there shall be no poor… It is 

an unattainable ideal in which even communism failed. It 

is a fight against human nature.

The Poor Will Always be With Us – Nothing Can be Done

The duty of the establishment is to not let the poor really 

fall…To help them by providing the right conditions for 

their integration in the labour market. The community 

should be compassionate regarding the emotional needs 

of the poor and help them”.

A. Kravitz. Israel Deputy Minister of Welfare, Speech delivered 24/6/2005



1. Increasing the income of poor families with children.

2. Ensure that, as far as possible, children living in low income families are 

not materially deprived.

3. Promote and facilitate paid employment for parents in low-income 

families.

4. Provide low-income parents with the skills needed to secure 

employment.

5. Help young people take advantage of employment opportunities.

6. Support the parenting of children.

7. Reduce inequalities in educational attainment between children and 

Welsh Child Poverty Strategy

7. Reduce inequalities in educational attainment between children and 

young people.

8. Help young people participate effectively in education and training.

9. Reduce inequalities in health between children and between their 

parents, so far as necessary, to ensure children’s well-being.

10.Reduce inequalities in participation in cultural, sporting and leisure 

activities between children and between children’s parents, so far as 

necessary, to ensure children’s well-being.

11.Help young people participate effectively and responsibly in the life of 

their community.

12.Ensure that all children grow up in decent housing.

13.Ensure that all children grow up in safe and cohesive communities.



Emphasising the Costs of Poverty 

in Rich Countries



UNICEF Child Poverty League of Rich Countries
Percent of children living below 50% of median national income

Source: UNICEF (2005)



The Cost of Ending Child Poverty: the amount needed to 

raise the incomes of all  poor families with children above the 

poverty threshold



Summary of Outcomes of Child Poverty

Outcome

• Mortality

• Morbidity

• Accidents

• Mental Illness

• Suicide

• Child Abuse

Are Outcomes Associated with Poverty?

Yes, strong association with social class

Yes, strong association for most diseases

Yes, for fatal accidents (but not accident morbidity)

Yes

Yes 

Yes, except sexual abuse•

• Teenage Pregnancy

• Environment/Housing Conditions

• Homelessness

• Low Education attainment

• School exclusions

• Crime

• Smoking

• Alcohol

• Drugs

• Child Labour

Yes, except sexual abuse

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Don’t Know

No

Mainly after childhood

No

No

No

Source: Bradshaw (2001)



Blanden, J., Hansen, K. and Machin, S. (2008) The GDP costs of the lost earning potential of adults who grew up 

in poverty. York: JRF



Child poverty costs the UK at least £25 billion a year, (equivalent 

to 2% of GDP) including £17 billion that could accrue to the 

Exchequer if child poverty were eradicated.

Public spending to deal with the fallout of child poverty is about 

£12 billion a year, about 60 per cent of which goes on personal 

social services, school education and police and criminal justice.

Economic Cost of Child Poverty in the UK

social services, school education and police and criminal justice.

- The annual cost of below-average employment rates and 

earnings levels among adults who grew up in poverty is about 

£13 billion, of which £5 billion represents extra benefit payments 

and lower tax revenues; the remaining £8 billion is lost earnings 

to individuals, affecting gross domestic product (GDP).



Bramley, G. and Watkins, D. (2008) The public service costs of child poverty. York: JRF





“the costs to the U.S. associated with childhood poverty total 

about $500B per year, or the equivalent of nearly 4 percent 

of GDP.

More specifically, we estimate that childhood poverty each 

year:

The Cost of Child Poverty in the USA

year:

•Reduces productivity and economic output by about 1.3 

percent of GDP

•Raises the costs of crime by 1.3 percent of GDP

•Raises health expenditures and reduces the value of health 

by 1.2 percent of GDP”

Holzer, H., Schanzenbach, D., Duncan, G. and  Ludwig, J. (2007) The Economic Cost of Poverty in

the United States: Subsequent effects of children growing up poor. Washington: Center for American

Progress



• Poverty has a significant cost for governments. The federal 

and Ontario government are losing at least $10.4 billion to $13.1 

billion a year due to poverty, a loss equal to between 10.8 to 

16.6 per cent of the provincial budget.

• Poverty has a cost for every household in Ontario. In real 

terms, poverty costs every household in the province from 

The Cost of Poverty in Ontario, Canada

$2,299 to $2,895 every year.

• Poverty has a very significant total economic cost in Ontario. 

When both private and public (or social) costs are combined, the 

total cost of poverty in Ontario is equal to 5.5 to 6.6 per cent of 

Ontario’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Laurie, N. (2008) THE COST OF POVERTY AN ANALYSIS OF THE ECONOMIC COST OF POVERTY IN ONTARIO. Ontario 

Association of Food Banks (OAFB).



The Injustice of Poverty



•Roughly 9.5 million people in Britain cannot afford adequate housing. That is, they are

unable to afford to keep their homes adequately heated, free from damp or in a decent state

of decoration.

•About 8 million people cannot afford one or more essential household goods (eg.

refrigerator, telephone, carpets), or to repair electrical goods or furniture.

•Almost 7.5 million people cannot afford to participate in common social activities such as

visiting friends or family, attending weddings or funerals, or celebrating special occasions.

•One third of British children go without social or material necessities (eg. three meals a

The Consequences of Poverty in Britain (PSE 1999)

•One third of British children go without social or material necessities (eg. three meals a

day, toys, out-of-school activities, adequate clothing). Nearly one fifth (18%) go without

two or more necessities as defined by the majority of the British population.

•About 6.5 million adults go without essential clothing such as a warm waterproof coat

because of a lack of money.

•Around 4 million people are not properly fed by today’s standards. For example, they

cannot afford fresh fruit and vegetables, or two meals a day.

•Over 10.5 million people are financial insecure, they cannot to afford to save, insure their

possessions, or spend even small amounts of money on themselves.



The persistence of 

‘area’ poverty
‘The Ghost of 

Christmas Past’



Booths eight 

classes in his 

survey of 

Londoners







• Childhood SEP is particularly important for mortality from stomach cancer. 

• Childhood SEP was particularly important for haemorrhagic stroke but there 

was not consistency across studies.

• Childhood circumstances contribute, together with socioeconomic conditions in 

adult life, in determining mortality from coronary heart disease, liver and lung 

cancer, respiratory-related deaths and diabetes. The relative contribution of child-

versus-adult circumstances varied in different contexts.

Main conclusions of Galobardes et al:

versus-adult circumstances varied in different contexts.

• Childhood circumstances may contribute to external (including unintentional 

injuries and homicide) and alcohol-related causes of death, especially in northern 

European countries.

• There is no evidence for an association with overall non-smoking-related 

cancers.



The Epidemiological Transition in Japan the conquest 

of infectious disease in the 1950s



Men

Cancer 

Deaths

1951-1996

The Cancer Transition in Japan

Women

Cancer Deaths

1951-1996

Gersten & 

Wilmoth (2002)
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Number of Voters Dying Young in Government Ministers Constituencies

Dorling (1998) A Mortality league Table for Cabinet Ministers



Linear association between risk factor and Ischaemic heart 

disease



Very little of the mortality gap by social class can be explained 

by known ‘risk’ factors



Too Much Inequality Damages Society




















